
Welcome to the Teaching and Tools podcast brought to you by eLearning at Everett Community 

College.  I’m Instructional Designer Derek Jorgenson. Today’s podcast topic is Open Education 

Resources, commonly referred to by the acronym OERs.  

 Instead of diving into the discussion of OERs directly, I’d like to pose a few questions. My 

personal answers to these questions were the inspiration for my first foray into Open Resources.  

• Do you feel obligated to cover material in a textbook that you wouldn’t include in your course if 

it weren’t in the book? 

• Do you feel that your textbooks provide excellent material on every subject you include in your 

course? 

• Do you supplement your course with secondary readings to compensate for any underwhelming 

elements of the primary text? 

• Do you think the textbook is worth its price? 

As you probably surmise, I’m not entirely enamored with textbooks. I have encountered some 

excellent publications, some average texts, and honestly, some truly abysmal books that, in my opinion, 

should still be on the editor’s desk. Some of my best friends author textbooks. While I say that jokingly, 

it’s actually true. There are some exceptional texts available, but not all publications achieve that 

glowing standard. Rather than critique the publishing industry, I’m going to pose one more question: 

How much does your textbook influence the structure, content, pacing, and order of your class?  

 If any of these questions has you considering the role of the textbook in your courses – good! 

It’s healthy to evaluate the components of our classes and to assess the deliberate intent of each lesson 

within the context of the course objective and outcomes. Sometimes we allow the format and content 

of a textbook to make some of those choices for us. 

 Moving away from a textbook isn’t the best approach for everyone, or every class for that 

matter, but it’s worth considering if you are building or reimagining a course. To reinforce some of what 



I’ve been saying already, if you design the course in your own image, you can then find the resources 

and reading materials that best accompany each unit. You may find that a variety of materials are 

needed to accomplish your objectives and classroom goals. Open Education Resources can provide you 

the flexibility of using multiple books and other materials without making the course cost prohibitive. 

OERs are either low-priced, or completely free, so students don’t encounter financial burdens acquiring 

the texts for the class. This approach gives you, as the instructor, freedom and flexibility in choosing 

your preferred texts and adding a different degree of focus on topics. Students enjoy the benefit of low 

or no cost materials, and are exposed to multiple writing styles and a diversity of voices. 

 The process of moving away from a traditional textbook to OERs does entail a lot of thought and 

effort. It can be a time intensive process, and generally speaking, OER materials do not have as many 

integration options with Canvas or other Learning Management Systems. Special consideration should 

be given to the availability of technical support if you use any external software, and accessibility issues 

need to be evaluated. As with traditional textbooks, you will want to evaluate the quality of Open 

Education Resources, make sure you are complying with all copyright laws, and investigate the 

likelihood of ongoing availability of the resources. 

 Open Education Resources have been created for many disciplines, and there are a number of 

organizations that curate and make available OERs for higher education. Canvas Commons, Educause, 

and the OER Consortium are just a few examples. The EvCC Library has created a LibGuide on the topic 

which is a great starting point if you are interested or intrigued by the idea of going textbook free or 

using a free textbook. I’ve had great success with both approaches, and would be happy to work with 

you to explore the possibility. 

 That wraps up this installment of Teaching and Tools, brought to you by the eLearning 

department of Everett Community College.  Thanks for listening!  Check out the eLearning 

webpage at www.everettcc.edu/elearning to learn more about how we can support your 

http://www.everettcc.edu/elearning


teaching.  The Center for Transformative Teaching Blog also offers a wealth of information, 

including a handout with OER websites and a whole lot more; check it out at ctt.evccblogs.com.  

I’m Derek Jorgenson, your Instructional Designer.  Until next time – onward! 

 


